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Chapter 9

Textbook Core LO: How is research in developmental psychology different from research in other areas of psychology?

1. Define developmental psychology, and discuss the ongoing debates in this field regarding nature versus nurture, continuity versus stages, and stability versus change (pp. 326-328).

2. Differentiate between cross-sectional and longitudinal research, and describe the major advantages and disadvantages of each method of research (pp. 328-330).

3. Discuss four ways culture has an impact on the study of human development (pp. 330-331).

Textbook Core LO: What are the major physical changes that occur throughout our life span?

4. Describe the physical changes associated with the three stages of prenatal development, and discuss paternal and maternal contributions to fetal well-being (pp. 331-334).

5. Describe the major changes in brain, motor, and sensory/perceptual development during the early childhood years; explain how these changes have been measured in newborns and infants (pp. 334-337).

6. Describe physical changes associated with puberty, middle age and later adulthood, including menopause and the male climacteric (pp. 337-340).

7. Define primary aging, and explain the programmed and damage theories for aging (p. 340).

Textbook Core LO: How does cognition, or the way we think about the world, change during our life cycle?

8. Discuss Piaget’s approach to cognitive development, describe the characteristics associated with his four stages of cognitive development, and state the two major criticisms of his theory (pp. 341-347).

9. Describe the development of attention and memory using the information processing model (p.347).

Textbook Core LO: How do attachment and parenting styles affect development?

10. Describe the positions and theories of Bowlby, Harlow, and Ainsworth regarding infant attachment, and relate this to research on romantic love (pp. 349-352).

11. Summarize Baumrind’s parenting styles (pp. 353-354).
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